
Packaging materials 
ability to reduce 
damage

Consistent ability of packaging 
material to protect product 
from shipper to recipient

Average time to 
pack

Ability to pack 
several items in one 
box

Ability to reduce 
number and variety of 
Packaging materials 
used

ISO 14K 
Environmental 
Impact

Operator skill required 
to use product 
correctly

Material storage 
space required

Shipping 
Weight

Total Cost to 
use

Wadded Kraft Low Inconsistent Slower No Yes Low High Skill Lower Lighter Higher
Air Pillows Low Inconsistent Average No Yes High High Skill Lower Lighter Higher
Plastic Peanuts Low Inconsistent Faster No Yes High High Skill Higher Lighter Higher
Starch Peanuts Low Inconsistent Faster No Yes Low High Skill Higher Lighter Higher
Bubble Sheets Med Consistent Slower No Yes High High Skill Higher Lighter Higher
Folded Cardboard Low Consistent Slower Yes No Low High Skill Higher Heavier Moderate
Molded Styrofoam Med Consistent Average Yes No High Low Skill Higher Heavier Moderate
Fabricated Foam Med Consistent Average Yes No High Low Skill Higher Heavier Moderate
Foam-in-Place High Consistent Slower Yes Yes High High Skill Lower Heavier Higher

HIGH CONSISTENT FASTER YES YES LOW LOW SKILL LOWEST LIGHTER LOWEST

Product Performance Comparison


